
ABRCMS 2023 Presentation Awards 

 

Biochemistry and Molecular Biology  
Co-sponsored by: University of Michigan Biomedical Sciences 

SENIORS 

• Kevin Ogbonna, University of California, Santa Barbara 

• Stephanie Wolff, University of Houston - Downtown 

• Henoc Zinga, Vanderbilt University 

• Paola Garay Martis, University of Puerto Rico Mayaguez 

• David Gragirenes, University of Puerto Rico at Cayey 

• Jasmine Rodriguez, Georgia southern university 

• Jonathan Gao, CUNY Hunter College 

• Giomar Burgos-Rosario, James Madison University 

• Laura Benitez-Montalvo, Pontifical Catholic University of Puerto Rico – Ponce 
Campus 

• Gabriela Contreras, San Diego State University 

• Kristi Bundo, Hunter College 

• Nicole Sierra, San Diego State University 

• Victoria Tavernier, Mount St. Mary's University 

• Brielle-Anne Michel, Wake Forest University 

• Alexander Ortiz, University of Puerto Rico at Cayey 

• Ricardo Cruz-Sánchez, University of Puerto Rico at Cayey 

JUNIORS 

• Alfredo Ruiz Rivera, California State University, San Bernardino 

• Danielle Amaegbo, Austin College 

• Chidinma Nwodo, University of Massachusetts - Amherst 
• Christian Davalos-Gutierrez, University of California, Davis 

• David Totty, Morehouse College 

• Aashi Gurijala, Vanderbilt University 

• Isabel Suarez, University of California, Irvine 

• Coby Garcia, Harvard College 

• Stephanie Matamoros, Trinity Washington University 

• Lindsay Odell, California State University, Long Beach 

• Elionel Botello-Cornejo, University of California, Irvine 

• Miguel Medina Lopez, UCLA 

• Megan Xu, Cornell University 

SOPHOMORES 

• Emmaleigh Shinno, The Pennsylvania State University 

• Isabel Trespalacios, Florida International University 



 

• Amar Dhanjal, Hunter College 

• Makenna Davis, Howard University 

COMMUNITY COLLEGE 

• Jesse Laird, San Diego City College 

POSTBACCALAUREATES 

• Eddy Tzintzun-Tapia, Yale University 

• Joshua Johnson, Stanford University 

• Jeffrey Sagun, Laboratory of Cancer Biology and Genetics, DNA Repair Section, 
Center for Cancer Research, National Cancer Institute, National Institutes of 
Health (NIH) 

• Borniface Kabongo, Novartis 

• Jessica Osuchukwu, University of Texas Health San Antonio 

• Janae McCloud, Medical University of South Carolina 

VIRTUAL PRESENTERS 

• Sanjana Venkittu, The Rockefeller University 

• Anagaa Nathan, The University of Toledo 

ORAL PRESENTERS 

• Cyrus Tau, University of California, Berkeley 

• Kenneth Hsu, UC Berkeley 

• Angela Xiong, Johns Hopkins University 

• Naomi Leno, Mount Saint Mary's University 

• Elise Turner, Howard University 

 

Cancer Biology 

Co-sponsored by: Wake Forst Graduate Programs in Biomedical Sciences 

SENIORS 

• Michelle Osiro,  Macalester College 

• Jason Romero Neidigk,  University of West Florida 

• James Hsia,  Howard University 

• Fudhial Sayed,  Mayo Clinic 

• Lauren Spease,  Winston-Salem State University 

• Andrea Vargas Morales,  University of Puerto Rico Rio Piedras 

• Gabriella Mendoza,  University of Connecticut 
• Paloma Bravo,  Carleton College 



 

• Nicole Cayting,  University of Massachusetts Boston 

• DERICK DIAZ,  University of California- Los Angeles 

• Dorothy Lartey,  University of Washington 

• Fabiola Rosa Suárez,  Molecular Sciences Research Center 
• Alison Juray,  CUNY Hunter College 

• Faben Zeleke,  Vanderbilt University 

• Alinés Lebrón-Torres,  Davidson College 

JUNIORS 

• Angelina O'Brien,  Washington University in St. Louis 

• Elizabeth Molchan,  University of Florida 

• Patricia Augustine,  University of the Incarnate Word 

• Yonathan Janka,  The University of Alabama 

• Jiapei Chen,  Purdue University 

• Anel Reinoso,  University of Illinois Urbana-Champaign 

• Isabella Mroczek,  Northwestern University 

• Christina Volpe,  University of Florida 

• Mattias de los Rios Rogers,  University of California, Los Angeles 

• Delina Denogean,  University of Arizona 

SOPHOMORES 

• Krishna Evani,  University of Texas at San Antonio 

• Wilmer Huggins Rivera,  University of Massachusetts-Amhesrt 
• Jordan Campbell,  Xavier University of Louisiana 

POSTBACCALAUREATES 

• Melissa Lozada,  Cold Spring Harbor Laboratory 

• Brendan Ball,  National Institutes of Health 

• Andrew Makarewicz,  National Institutes of Health 

VIRTUAL PRESENTERS 

• Zixuan Liu,  Massachusetts Institute of Technology 

• Zetao (Tommy) Pan,  Emory University 

• Mehad Elshaikh,  University of California Davis 

• Anastasia Dueñas,  Georgetown University 

• Samuel Aldarondo,  University of Puerto Rico - Mayagüez campus 

• Sandra Noel,  Tennessee State University   

ORAL PRESENTERS 

• Shaunae Smith,  Winston Salem State University 



 

• Amara Nnawuchi,  Virginia Commonwealth University 

 

Cell Biology 

Co-sponsored by: University of Texas Health San Antonio  

SENIORS 

• Justin Amakor, UCLA 

• Elizabeth Rubin, University of Pittsburgh 

• Naima Akter, Hamilton College 

• Raúl Ruiz Meléndez, University of Puerto Rico, Rio Piedras Campus 

• Noah Ramos, University of California, Irvine 

• Sama Mikhail, San Diego State University 

• Mayra Mendiola, University of California, San Diego 

• Mikayla Quintana, Boston College 

• Britany Hansten Monterrozo, Wellesley College 

• Amirah Nieves Medina, University of Puerto Rico-Humacao 

JUNIORS 

• Yair Saucedo, MidAmerica Nazarene University 

• Peace Oloko, University of Pennsylvania 

• Keval Patel, Vanderbilt University 

SOPHOMORES 

• Emmanuel Okusanya, University of Maryland, Baltimore County 

• Dontrel Wilright, Dillard University 

• Jariatu Kargbo, University of Maryland Baltimore County 

• Mya Mackowski, Washington State University 

COMMUNITY COLLEGE 

• Zoe Evans, Lawson State Community College 

POSTBACCALAUREATES 

• Mark Yorio, University of Louisville 

• Doris Cruz Alonso, University of North Carolina CH 

• Claudia Wang, University of Michigan 

VIRTUAL PRESENTERS 

• Isabella Cozzone, University of Miami 

 



 

ORAL PRESENTERS 

• Laith Bahlouli, Amherst College 

• Miray Girguis, University of California, Irvine 

 

Chemistry 

Co-sponsored by: American Chemical Society 

SENIORS 

• Anthony Calderon, Lehman College 

• Julia Barnes, Marshall University 

• Emil Dominguez, University of California, Los Angeles 

• Brandon Sauval, University of South Florida 

• Stephanie Reyes Vargas, University of Puerto Rico, Rio Piedras Campus 

• Julian Robles, University of the Incarnate Word 

• Lianne Alson, University of California, Los Angeles 

• Mario Ramirez, St. Mary's University 

• Yolmarie Del Valle González, Interamerican University of Puerto Rico, at Arecibo 

JUNIORS 

• Isaak Duran, University of California Irvine 

• Cecilia Rivas, Trinity Washington University 

• Melissa Plata, University of California Irvine 

• Marcos Tapia, University of North Carolina at Greensboro 

• Ika Lin, University of Arizona 

• Tiana Lillevig, University of North Carolina at Greensboro 

SOPHOMORES 

• Tithi Prajapati, University of Maryland, Baltimore County 

• Sudchananya Udomphan, Hamilton College 

• Talia Ford, Spelman College 

COMMUNITY COLLEGES 

• Brandon Campos, Borough of Manhattan Community College 

POSTBACCALAUREATES 

• Adrian Thornton, Xavier University of Louisiana 

 

VIRTUAL PRESENTERS 



 

• Steven Gerguis, Towson University 

ORAL PRESENTERS 

• Anthony Woodruff, University of North Carolina Wilmington 

• Devin Hemmans, University of California, Irvine 

 

Computational and Systems Biology 

Co-sponsored by: Case Western Reserve University 

SENIORS 

• Isabella Milanes, Florida International University 

• Isabel Meléndez, University of Puerto Rico at Mayagüez 

• Alina Chouloute, Spelman College 

• Diego Pomales-Matos, University of Puerto Rico, Rio Piedras 

• Alyssa Fritz, University of Missouri 
• Amr Alazali, University of California, Berkeley 

• John Josiah, Johnson C. Smith University 

JUNIORS 

• Amber Pospistle, University of South Carolina 

• Sebastián Cruz-Romero, University of Puerto Rico at Mayagüez 

• Andrew Natera, University of Texas at San Antonio 

• Defne Ceyhan, The Ohio State University 

• Josue Navarrete, Cal State San Marcos  

SOPHOMORES 

• Caly Ferguson, University of Maryland, Baltimore County 

• Priscilla Zavala, Indiana University Purdue University - Indianapolis 

COMMUNITY COLLEGE 

• Omar Ali, College of Marin 

POSTBACCALAUREATES 

• Lydia Agnew, University of Wisconsin - Madison 

VIRTUAL PRESENTERS 

• Peter Musenge, Saint Augustine's University 

 

ORAL PRESENTERS 



 

•  Alexandria Johnson, University of South Florida 

 

Developmental Biology and Genetics 

Co-sponsored by: University of Alabama at Birmingham 

SENIORS 

• Elizabeth Abraham,  New York University 

• Zerubabel Kebede,  Johns Hopkins University 

• Kayla Carmichael,  Xavier University of Louisiana 

• Jalena Wouters,  University of California, Davis 

• Timothy Gutierrez,  University of California, Davis 

• Scott Monahan,  San Diego State University 

• Lewis Hendrianto,  University of San Francisco 

JUNIORS 

• Erin Wengrow,  New York University 

• Monserrat Solis Casillas,  University of California-Irvine 

• Emily Ramirez,  University of Washington 

• Kya Foxx,  University of Pittsburgh 

• Sofia Rebull,  Miami University 

• Blen Abegaz,  St. Edward's University 

SOPHOMORES 

• Jesus Worth,  University of Nebraska Lincoln 

• Tatyana Ali,  San Diego State University 

POSTBACCALAUREATES 

• Rachel Wyetzner,  Yale School of Medicine 

• Elizabeth Gaytan,  Baylor College of Medicine 

• Jasmine Brown,  Baylor College of Medicine 

VIRTUAL PRESENTERS 

• Toni Castro,  University of Southern California 

• Hongzhou Gustave Li,  New York University Shanghai 

ORAL PRESENTERS 

• Alex Flores, Case Western Reserve University 

• Andrew Opincar, University of Maryland - Baltimore County 

• Cyrille Teforlack, Bethune-Cookman University 



 

 

Engineering, Physics, and Mathematics  
Co-sponsored by: University of Florida PhD Program, College of Engineering 

SENIORS 

• Alfonso Restrepo, Massachusetts Institute of Technology 

• Keondre Herbert, Columbia University 

• Sylvanie Johnson, Clemson University 

• Aarti Patel, The Ohio State University 

• Adriann Josef Brodeth, University of California, Los Angeles 

• Doniven Hicks, University of Missouri-Columbia 

• Kelechi Onwuzurike, UCLA 

• Furqan Mahdi, University of Nebraska Lincoln 

• Sonika Kohli, Penn State University 

• Ava Asmani, UCLA 

JUNIORS 

• Brayan Osegueda, Washington State University 

• Chibudom Azikiwe, University of Massachusetts- Lowell 
• Grace Boulos, CSULB 

• Ruxi Xia, Clemson University 

• Erika Noel, Florida International University 

• Dominique Gooden, University of Wisconsin Madison 

• Cheryl Quartey, Vanderbilt University 

• Hiba Benjeddou, Duke University 

• Evalynn Ellison, University of Maryland, Baltimore County 

SOPHOMORES 

• Amelia Rodolf, University of California, Los Angeles 

• Mya Verrett, University of California, San Diego 

• Mesha Shajahan, UMBC 

• Ariel Wilson-Gray, UMBC 

COMMUNITY COLLEGES 

• Jan Ashlley Masse, Holyoke Community College 

• Fathia Morakinyo, Cuyahoga community college 

 

POSTBACCALAUREATES 



 

• Vene Richardson-Powell, University of Maryland, College Park 

VIRTUAL PRESENTERS 

• Hannah Oh, University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill 
• Ashley Thorshov, University of California San Diego  

ORAL PRESENTERS 

• Samuel Lorenzo, Brown University 

 

Immunology 

Co-sponsored by: American Association of Immunologists and the American Society for 
Microbiology 

SENIORS 

• Brianna Smith, Duke University 

• Kaitlyn Lewars, Duke University 

• TiOluwanimi Adesanya, Vanderbilt University 

• Rosmery Rosario Cueto, Ana G. Mendez University Carolina Campus  
• Diomarys Garcia-Cardona, University of Puerto Rico at Cayey  
• Joaquin Parrilla-Garcia, University of Puerto Rico - Mayaguez 

JUNIORS 

• Abdul-Jalil Dania, Washington University in St. Louis  
• Ndongwa Pemba, Agnes Scott College 

• Grace Ford, Georgia State University 

• Heaven Brandt, University of West Florida 

• Meriem Boukaabar, University of Pittsburgh 

SOPHOMORES 

• Anisa Siddikova, CUNY Hunter College 

• Alisha Mason, Johns Hopkins University  
• Hannah Bhattacharya, Vanderbilt University 

POSTBACCALAUREATES 

• Achalefac Akem, Albert Einstein College of Medicine 

• Zoe Drigot, University of Colorado School of Medicine 

• Lethan Hampton, MD Anderson Cancer Center 
• Jeremy Libang, UCSF 

• Rodrigo Galicia Pereyra, Yale University 



 

• Brooke Linden, University of Colorado - Anschutz Medical Campus 

ORAL PRESENTERS 

• Yeongseo Son, University of Georgia 

• Gabriella Santos, Florida International University 

 

Microbiology 

Co-sponsored by: American Society for Microbiology 

SENIORS 

• Juan Rivera Rosado,  Pontifical Catholic University of Puerto Rico 

• Kassandra Ramos,  University of Missouri-Columbia 

• Sarah Hathcock,  The University of Alabama 

• Keanu Rochette-Yu Tsuen,  University of Hawai'i 
• Maria Muhammad,  Spelman College 

• Evelyn Martinez,  The University of Tampa 

• Austin Aguirre,  University of California, Los Angeles 

• Jacqueline Lopez,  The University of Texas El Paso 

• Ha Do,  University of Houston-Downtown 

• Alec Solis,  The University of Texas at San Antonio 

• Alpher Aspiras,  San Diego State University 

• Pablo Segundo,  California State University, Northridge 

• Norman Solomon,  Virginia Tech 

• Shane Taylor,  Hampton University 

JUNIORS 

• Oluwadara Ogundiwin,  University of California, Irvine 

• Lauren Mitterway,  The University of Alabama 

• Gabriela Romero Gonzalez,  Universidad Ana G. Mendez, Carolina Campus 

• Delanie Finnigan,  University of Toronto 

• Annette Ibarra-Kenny,  Univeristy of California Irvine 

• Katherine Peters,  Binghamton University 

• Marco Garcia,  University of Pennsylvania 

SOPHOMORES 

• Elizabeth Negron,  University of Texas at San Antonio 

 

COMMUNITY COLLEGES 



 

• Hiba Alesmail,  Monterey Peninsula College 

• Felipe Quintana,  Santa Fe Community College 

POSTBACCALAUREATES 

• Caitlynn Diggs,  Louisiana State University Health Sciences Center - New 
Orleans 

• Jada Peart,  Novartis Institute for Biomedical Research 

• Thamish Centeio,  Boston Children's Hospital 
• Autumn Coleman,  University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill 
• Kiarra Coger,  University of Alabama at Birmingham 

• Ishrya Sharma,  University of Florida 

• Hunter Houseman-Eddings,  University of Rochester Medical Center 

VIRTUAL PRESENTERS 

• Rocky Lowenthal,  University of Chicago 

• Angelina Akomea,  University of Ghana 

ORAL PRESENTERS 

• Verónica Bado, University of Puerto Rico at Mayagüez 

• Anica Acuna,  Vassar College 

• Samuel Cimbora, George Fox University 

• José Candelaria Marrero,  Inter-American University of Puerto Rico, Arecibo 
Campus 

 

Neuroscience 

Co-sponsored by: Michigan State University Graduate School  

SENIORS 

• Chukwuebuka Oragwam,  University of California Los Angeles 

• Ariana Banerjee,  University of California, Davis 

• Autumn Bandy,  New Mexico State University 

• Matthew Bazan,  University of Georgia 

• Celine Wang,  University of California, Berkeley 

• Hallie Youker,  Saint Louis University 

• Arlin Khan,  University of Texas at Dallas 

• Neissa Molin,  University of Texas at Dallas 

• Yaren Peña Señeriz,  University of Puerto Rico 

• Ashley Yeh,  University of California, Santa Barbara 

• Chelsea Edosomwan,  University of Texas at Dallas 



 

• Angelina Baltazar,  Texas A&M University 

• Saadia Jiménez-Ñeco,  University of Puerto Rico at Cayey 

• Eli Levitt,  Vassar College 

• Rhuna Gibbs,  Emory University 

• Jennifer Gonzalez,  University of California, Los Angeles 

• Richard Levy,  Schekman Lab 

• Jesus Sotelo,  UT Dallas 

• Danelle Bennett,  University of Texas at San Antonio 

• Ana Emmanuelli Micheli,  University of Puerto Rico- Rio Piedras 

• Shannon May,  Xavier University of Louisiana 

• Dijanira Nieves-Esparcia,  Furman University 

• Ariana Williams,  Spelman College 

JUNIORS 

• Fapianey Alexandre,  University of Florida 

• Jazmine Hudson,  Fordham University 

• Andrea Tall,  Tougaloo College 

• Ruo Yan Elysia Ye,  Duke University 

• Felise Bressler,  Baylor University 

• Emmanuel Mekasha,  Boston University 

• Margaret Pozo,  University of Utah 

• Gabriela Ospina,  University of Florida 

• Angelys Rivera Hernández,  University of Puerto Rico, Rio Piedras Campus 

• Madyson Patterson,  Howard University 

• Gabriela Vilchez,  University of California, Los Angeles 

• Sophia Rueda,  UCLA 

• Ummayh Siddiqua,  University of Pennsylvania 

• Asia Walter,  North Carolina A&T State University 

• Veronica Hernandez,  University of California, San Diego 

• Vi Nguyen,  Washington University in St Louis 

• Jocelyn Tao,  University of California at Santa Barbara 

• Isabella Triana,  University of California, Davis 

• Raegan Logue,  Delaware State University 

• Dariana Troche,  University of Puerto Rico - Mayaguez 

• Sarah Haque,  Wayne State University 

• Natalia Hernandez,  University of Texas at Dallas  

SOPHOMORES 

• Olivia Honeycutt,  MIT 

• Sasha Villefranche,  Princeton University 

• Nneka Otuonye,  Georgia State University 



 

POSTBACCALAUREATES  

• Ashlie Barillas,  University of California, San Francisco 

• Han Le,  Department of Neurology, F.M. Kirby Neurobiology Center, Boston 
Children's Hospital, Harvard Medical School 

• Emilia Gibes,  Northwestern University 

• Anna Rios,  Harvard University 

• Anh Ly,  Mayo Clinic 

• Adora Norman,  University of Alabama at Birmingham 

• Sarai Garcia,  University of Pennsylvania 

VIRTUAL PRESENTERS 

• Chimamaka Obiajulu,  Boston Children's Hospital 
• Alister Orozco,  Reed College 

ORAL PRESENTERS 

• Priscilla Ramchand,  Brooklyn College 

• Kaie Hall,  Howard University 

• Juan Pineda,  Macalester College 

• Ritika Bhalla,  University of Texas at Austin 
 

Physiology and Pharmacology 

Co-sponsored by: American Society for Pharmacology and Experimental Therapeutics 

SENIORS 

• Sarah Hudson, University of North Carolina at Greensboro 

• Saadiya Jackson, Howard University 

• Catherine Duong, University of St. Thomas 

• Leah Butler, Norfolk State University 

• Alina Chen, UC Berkeley 

• Katie Huang, University of California, Davis 

• Vung Lian, Washington University in St. Louis 

• Charlie Olson, University of Tennessee, Knoxville 

• Ginika Agwu, The City College of New York 

JUNIORS 

• Haley Warren, Howard University 

• Morgan Williams, University of Missouri - Columbia 

• Beonka Ruth Sharpe, Fayetteville State University 

SOPHOMORES 



 

• Gelila Isayas, University of Maryland, Baltimore County 

POSTBACCALAUREATES 

• Rebecca Han, University of Colorado School of Pharmacy 

• Kavisha Silva, National Heart, Lung, and Blood Institute 

• Nafisa Nawal, National Institutes of Health 

• Valentina Pena, Stowers Institute for Medical School 
• Trinity Moore, UNC Chapel Hill 
• William Whitfield, Baylor College of Medicine 

VIRTUAL PRESENTERS 

• Nia Brooks, University of Utah 

• Zaina Boriek, University of Houston 

ORAL PRESENTERS 

• Nina Shaffer, DePauw University 

• Abigail Carr, Vanderbilt University 

• Sera Chase, University of Maryland, Baltimore County 

 

SOCIAL AND BEHAVIORAL SCIENCES AND PUBLIC HEALTH 

Co-sponsored by: Johns Hopkins University Bloomberg School of Public Health and 
School of Nursing  

SENIORS 

• Mykee Vives, Northeastern Illinois University 

• Marli Berry, Howard University 

• Leila Griffin, Virginia Commonwealth University 

• Angelis Miranda-Crespo, University of Puerto Rico-Aguadilla Campus 

• Tamya Woods, Georgia State University 

• Lydia Earp, Temple University 

• Jasmine Phillips, Spelman College 

• Maya Elden, San Diego State University 

• Sorayya Nazari, Northeastern Illinois University 

• Charis Haynes, Howard University 

• Nicole Ibewiro, University of California, Davis 

• Melat Mekonnen, The University of Georgia 

• Gabriel Elias, Rutgers University-Camden 

• Christelle Urujeni, Oklahoma Christian University 

• Ming-Kimora Tate, Xavier University of Louisiana 



 

• Precious Ajiero, Emory University 

• Emeryc Sogbossi, NYU Langone Health 

• Madison Janey, Morehouse School of Medicine 

• Zya Spruell, Morgan State University 

• Natalie Reyes, University of California, Davis 

JUNIORS 

• Jeffery Jenkins, Morehouse College 

• Michelle Gomez, University of California, San Diego 

• Rebecca De La Garza, University of Detroit Mercy 

• Jaisha Williams, Spelman College 

• Amy Thomas, City College of New York 

• Ahana Narayanan, Emory University 

• Ahmed Ebada, University of Missouri-Columbia 

• Kailee Yang, California State University, Long Beach 

SOPHOMORES 

• Etiana Danae Hormel Castillo,  University of California-Irvine 

• Atif Bacchus, The University of Delaware 

• Jayda Harris,  Spelman College 

• Steven Shafeek, The City College of New York 

• Anaya Stenson, Spelman College 

• Mimosa Van,  Hamilton College 

POSTBACCALAUREATES 

• Robrielle Pierce, The Ohio State University 

• My-Asia Chaplin, National Institute of Health 

VIRTUAL PRESENTERS 

• Michaelle DiMaggio-Potter, University of Minnesota 

ORAL PRESENTERS 

• Suhaah Nadir, Vanderbilt University Medical Center 
• Rayna Carter, University of Georgia 

• Elaijah Lapay, Duke University Trinity College of Arts and Sciences 

• Tiana Morel, Washington College 

• Cayla Cruz, City College of New York 

 


